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IMPORTANT NOTES:
Please see Page 16 

for details
on a MISS Fundraiser

and 
How to contact your
 Senators to support 
passage of H.R. 3212

continued on page 2

Being at the MISS Conference is 
intense and life-changing.  I don’t 
think most people understand this.  
From the outside, they think, “Ew, 
why would you attend a conference 
all about death?”  But they didn’t 
bother to read the materials about 
the conference that clearly stated this 
was about learning how the HEART 
BREAKS OPEN!

Even by Day 2, I 
can’t tell you how 
many professionals 
came up to me and 
said some version 
of this:  “I thought 
I was coming to 
this conference for 
my work.  I did 
not realize I was 
coming here to 
get into my own 
heart.  Thank you.”  
WOW.  Imagine 
if all caregivers 
could work from 
this experience, 
could take that heart into their work 
as they encounter bereaved parents?  
Eleven years ago, when our Dakota 
died, the social worker assigned to us 

refused to facilitate ways we changed 
our minds, she stuck to protocol, and 
said things like, “Sorry, you can’t 
do that now because you signed the 
paperwork.”  Imagine if she’d been in 
her heart and able to see US instead of 
seeing paperwork.  I suspect it would 
have been a very different experience 
for all of us.

The start of Day 2 
at conference was 
with Dr. Joanne 
Cacciatore calling 
for a Bereavement 
Revolution.  
Between looking 
at her empirical, 
research evidence 
one moment AND 
then translating 
that to HEART 
and what it means 
on an emotional 
level, she showed 
all the room that: 
CLEARLY THE 
SYSTEM IN 

PLACE IS NOT WORKING!  She 
went on to suggest that the agents of 
this revolution will be the bereaved 

2010 MISS Foundation  
Conference Review

By Kara L.C. Jones

“There’s no tragedy in life like the death of a 
child, things never get back to the way they 
were.”                
				       ~ Dwight D. Eisenhower
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people themselves.  It is very difficult to 
learn to advocate for ourselves, but as we do 
this -- and model for other newly bereaved 
people -- we all learn to change the system by 
DEMANDING something different.  We have 
to do this.  Because no one inside the system 
can or wants to do it for us.  We can learn to 
do it and go inside the system ourselves to try 
and change within -- OR we can protest on the 
outside to raise awareness.  But however we 
decide to do it, we ourselves are the agents of 
this revolution.
 
We see more and more professional settings, drawing 
up these check lists of “protocol” on how to deal with 
bereaved parents, DO this, DO that, etc.  But auto check 
lists are NOT the answer.  Rather the human RESPONSE-
ABILITY is the answer.  This means caregivers MUST 
learn to BE with patients rather than DO for them.  Dr. 
Jo suggested that there is GREAT FREEDOM in this 
approach for caregivers -- because you no longer need to 
memorize lists and protocols, but rather you get to JUST 
SHOW UP and be present.  But being present is the key.
 
Dr. Jo shared many quotes and evidence from other writers 
and researchers to prove her points.  For example, from 
Lynch she talked about how using platitudes “manipulates 
the mourner into silence...thereby losing the authentic” 
experience of being with the mourner in the moment.  If 
you reach out to your patients with things like:
 
•It was meant to be.
•These things happen for a reason.
•You are young, you can try again.
•This rarely happens.
 
...chances are you will find the mourning person in front 
of you shuts down.  They are hit in the gut with the reality 
that you, as their caregiver, are NOT able to be present 
with them.  You are trying to manipulate them into being 
okay, to rationalize the unrational.  You are not willing to 
sit with the black hole of grief, you are not able to be with 
whatever the TRUTH is for that patient, but have instead 
imposed your platitude upon them.  NOT COOL AT ALL.  
And often very damaging in the long run as the bereaved 
person will have to work through your inability to BE with 
them.  You’ve set a tone for their grief to not be okay.  
Instead of just BEing with them, you’ve imposed upon 
them.  This is revolutionary stuff.  If we as caregivers don’t 
delve deep and work on this stuff ourselves, to be better 
available to others, how in the world can you expect your 
patients to trust you?!

Dr. Jo ended by sharing excerpt with us from 
Rebecca Solnit’s book “A Paradise Built in Hell” 
all about how extraordinary community can come 
out of disaster experiences, again illustrating how 
the heart has the capacity to break open:
 
“Disasters are cracks in the walls that normally 
hem us in...”
 
This has been true for so many bereaved families 
I’ve known and worked with along the way.  
If we can just stop treating these events as 
pathology, something to be fixed, or to get over 

or to heal our patients from them?!  If we could just let 
the events crack open the walls that naturally crack open 
with any loss -- and BEEEEEE BE BE with people during 
this process, how much of a different world we’d live in 
today?!
 
As bereaved parents ourselves, in TS Elliot’s words, “We 
shall not cease exploring...” our options for becoming 
advocates to ourselves and others to force these changes 
if we have to.  But I would like to encourage caregivers 
to consider joining the revolution, too.  As many 
professionals said:  They thought they were coming to this 
conference for their work, but really they were there to 
change their own lives!
 
If you would like to read all of Kara's follow-up of the 
conference, please visit her blot spots at:
 
http://motherhenna.blogspot.com/2010/09/miss-
foundation-conference-2010-day-1.html

 AND
http://motherhenna.blogspot.com/2010/09/miss-
foundation-conference-2010-day-2-3.html

About Kara L.C. Jones aka Mother Henna
heARTist Kara L.C. Jones is a radical creative. Through 
her art, she is exploring the aesthetic illusion of the 
good life, the bold 
illustration of self, all 
filtered through the 
dissonance of death. You 
are cordially invited to 
radically create the most 
vivid life possible in the 
full face of mortality. 
To learn more about 
Kara’s art and coaching 
practice, see her website 
at MotherHenna.com. 

2010 MISS Foundation Conference Review
By Kara L.C. Jones

continued from front page



Volume 14, Issue 5	  www.missfoundation.org3

A.G.A.S.T. 
Grandparent
Peer Contacts

Arizona
Sue Ann Kunberger
nanasue12@cox.net

Sandra Graben, AGAST International
granmasids@aol.com

Pam DeGraff, Facilitator
Phoenix, AZ 602-291-5336

pam.degraff@missfoundation.org

California
Carole Guttila (SIDS)

joyfulone@luckymail.com

Florida
Leslie Doepke (SIDS)
Les113047@aol.com

Georgia
Kathy Heard (SIDS)

shining_star56@hotmail.com

Hawaii
Marcia Brinkley

(special needs and SIDS)
brinklaw@aol.com

Illinois
Eileen Murray  

murrayeile@aol.com

Kansas
Ted & Susan Bredehoft (SIDS)

sidshes@aol.com

John & Cheryl Cox  
(Accident and Toddler Loss)

toogie906@yahoo.com

Maine
Clarissa Thibodeau (SIDS)

cmthib@ainop.com

Mississippi
Lee Ward

windward@missing-piece.net

Nevada
Denna Atkinson  

(Infant death other than SIDS)
denna.atkinson@gmail.com

New Jersey
Pat Taylor (SIDS)

pjtaylor@comcast.net

Dorothy “Dotty” Conaty
conaty5@verizon.net

New York
Patricia Fife (Twin loss and SIDS)

pdfrn47@aol.com

Ohio
Mary Ellen Lewis (SIDS)

tnmel@juno.com

Pennsylvania
Beryle Greenwald (Stillbirth)

greenie488@comcast.net

Joan Higgs
jhiggs@ddogcom.net

Texas
Stefanie Hackfeld 

(SIDS, Twin Loss and Parents)
shd0723@aol.com

Dianna Landrum (SIDS)
landben@houston.rr.com

Washington
Michelle LeFave (SIDS)

Michelle_LeFave@hotmail.com

West Virginia
Sandy Hoffman (Stillbirth)

sandy_hoffman@comcast.net

Wyoming
Vicky Demshar (SIDS)
vldemshar@msn.com

From Daddy to 
My Little Slugger 

Charles
By Brian Smith

My Baby Boy

My Life, My Joy

You were 
everything life 
was to be

I could see me in 
you and you in 
me. 

Your precious 
smile warmed my heart

I still can’t believe we’re apart

I know you are with Jesus now

But I still question Why and how

How are you not with us

and why did you die

I still find myself starting to cry

There’s nothing in life more did I love

Than to hold you and give you a hug

My heart is broken and has a huge hole

I miss being your daddy as my role

I never had as much pride in anything

You made me feel like I was a king

I can’t wait to see you again one day

When that time comes I hope you say

I love you daddy, I’m proud of you

Then our time together can start anew

so that when we meet again

I won’t have to feel this pain.



A beautiful gift representing the eternal love be-
tween Mother and Child. This exclusive pendant is 
custom made of sterling silver and hangs on your 
choice of a 20" or 24" chain. Now available with or 
without a birthstone. Orders for the Sacred Hearts 
Pendant can be placed on-line in our store at www.
missfoundation.org. Be sure to indicate your options 
(i.e. birthstone month, chain size).

	 Pricing: Pendant w/20" chain   $60
	 Add birthstone 	          add $12 
	 With 24" chain	            add $5

Miss Foundation's
Sacred Hearts Logo Pendant
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Safe Arrivals...
We Celebrate our Rainbows

Elan Jared Edber.
September 21, 2010 

1 lb 15 oz,13 3/4 inches long
Son of Sari, Daniel, and big sister Talia 
and watched over by big brother Jacob 

October is Infant & Child Death Awareness Month

We are remembering the deaths of all children who 
died at all ages, and remembering them and their 

families who mourn in their absence. Please remind 
others of this important month, and may this remind 

those non-bereaved to cherish each and every 
moment with your precious ones. This moment is 

the only moment you have.

~ Dr. Joanne Cacciatore

Whatever is unnamed, 
undepicted in images, 

whatever is omitted from biography, 
censored in collections of letters, 

whatever is misnamed as something else, 
made difficult-to-come-by, 

whatever is buried in the memory by the 
collapse of meaning 

under an inadequate or lying language  
-- this will become, not merely unspoken, 

but unspeakable. 
~Adrienne Rich
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Definitions for purposes of this document:
Stillbirth: The intrauterine death of a baby 
after twenty completed gestational weeks 
until birth. Stillbirth is always a naturally 
occurring event and often occurs at or 
near full term for no apparent reason. 

Miscarriage: The intrauterine end of a 
pregnancy anytime from conception to 
twenty completed gestational weeks. 
Miscarriages are also spontaneous, 
naturally occurring and unpreventable 
events.

Qui tacet consentit:
In response to the promulgation of the term “Pregnancy 
Loss” used in Awareness Campaigns:

The MISS Foundation has been asked its position on the 
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Campaigns. Several 
years ago, after careful consideration with the bereaved 
parents advisory board, the MISS Foundation made an 
executive decision for our organization not to utilize the 
term “pregnancy and infant loss,” but rather recognize 
October as Infant & Child Death Awareness Month. We use 
this language to describe all the awareness campaigning 
we do for the month of October and on the day of October 
15th.

The key reason relates to the use of the vernacular 
“pregnancy loss” when addressing the issue of a sudden, 
intrauterine death of a child. Language chosen to describe 
social problems is very powerful. Historically, euphemisms 
are used to sanitize social problems. Yet, if we do not call 
it what it is, in the case of stillbirth, the birth of a dead 
baby, society will never pause to pay attention and the 
‘cause’ will take longer to establish firm roots and gather 
the necessary support for research and improvements 
in care. For most of our members, the use of the phrase 
“pregnancy loss” was not an acceptable description of 
their personal, traumatic losses. Rather, the language, for 
them, felt dismissive. In dissecting the phrase, there is 
an inference that a child, in fact, did not die. Rather that 
a pregnancy was “lost.” For many women, the phrase 

decries and derogates their very 
personal tragedies: they did not lose a 
pregnancy. Their babies died.

We also found that even some 
women who have experienced the 
loss of a child to miscarriage also 
reported feeling offended by the term 
“pregnancy loss.” Author and artist 
Kara LC Jones says, “I did not lose 
my children or my state of pregnancy 
in a crowd. With my stillborn son, I 
had a c-section. With my miscarried 

son, I was in full, natural labor for two days before he was 
born. When I chose to raise awareness about the life, death, 
grief experiences, I wanted to use a term that gave full 
gravity to what happened. Infant & Child Death Awareness 
expresses my experience, because so much more happened 
here that is deserving of honest language.”

Scientists illuminate some important factors to consider 
when addressing the issue of perinatal death:

1. Loss is complex. The responses to loss are even more 
complex. Bowlby’s theory posits a continuum of responses 
seen in parents who lose children to death more closely 
associated with the degree of attachment than “time” spent 
with a child. In other words, quality of the attachment 
not quantity of the attachment informs the psychological 
responses of the bereaved. Ambiguous losses (Boss, 
1994) may incite “complicated mourning” and these are 
often the most difficult to resolve. There isn’t ‘more love 
or attachment,’ rather, mixed or ambiguous emotions, 
either from internal or external sources (meaning that 
often society assigns taboos and stigma to some losses), 
that exacerbate the parent’s response (they know they 
feel overwhelmed, bereaved, and desperate but may not 
feel their feelings or loss are acknowledged and they 
struggle for validation from the ‘social group’ which they 
often do not receive). These are often disenfranchised 
losses such the death of a “less than perfect child,” AIDS 
deaths, deaths by suicide, stillbirths, and even some highly 
conflicted relationships that end in death.

Position Statement of the MISS Foundation
Regarding “Pregnancy Loss” Campaigns

 
Co-Authors, Dr. Joanne Cacciatore & Kara LC Jones

Whatever is unnamed, undepicted in images, whatever is omitted from biography, censored in collections of letters, 
whatever is misnamed as something else, made difficult-to-come-by, whatever is buried in the memory by the collapse 

of meaning under an inadequate or lying language – this will become, not merely unspoken, but unspeakable.  
- Adrienne Rich 

continued on page 13
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Mckenna, Our little M-bug
By Ashley Santi

Wow, how can it be that two years ago we lost 
Mckenna? Looking back on these two years, 
I can honestly say it has been a big blur. Two 
years ago I would have never thought I would 
survive without Mckenna, and yet here I am still 
living and breathing when some days I wish I 
didn’t have to wake another day without her.

In the beginning I did what I could to just get by. 
I put on a mask to show that I was “ok,” when in 
reality I was dying inside, struggling to breathe 
each breath because it hurt so 
much to breathe.

I had people in my life that 
would help me along the way 
when I needed them, but over 
time that put a strain on my rela-
tionships. So it was easier to just 
avoid the pain and live life like it 
never happened.
When in reality it DID happen. I 
buried a child, I held my daugh-
ter while her heart stopped, I lost 
the love of my life in a matter of 
seconds. How could I just cover 
it up like it didn’t happen?

One thing I have learned in these 
past two years is that you can’t 
avoid the pain that comes with losing a child. 
The emotions that come along with losing your 
child are so deep and powerful that avoiding 
them would be a lot easier, but it also makes you 
avoid all aspects of their life. Like the pure joy 
of seeing her face, watching her on video being 
so curious and happy, remembering the way 
she felt in my arms. To the pure torture of what 
life is like without her here, the thoughts that go 
through my mind that can bring me to my knees, 
what it feels like to not have her in my arms. All 
of those emotions are a part of her. So avoiding 
them is avoiding all of her good and bad.

She changed my life in ways that I can’t even 

try to explain. I lived and breathed for her in life 
and now I must do the same in her death. She 
was and is the reason I wake up every day. She is 
the reason I will help parents that are facing this 
same tremendously exhausting journey.

Now, two years down this road, I am still trying 
to find a balance between the pain and the joy. 
This is a tricky balance that is hard to bring to-
gether, because the things that give you joy also 
bring you pain. 

No matter what anyone believes, I will be living 
with this for the rest of my life. She may have 
only been here for nine months but she changed 

me as a person and who I 
thought I was. I miss her 
everyday and think of her 
every day. This is a grow-
ing process, and it takes a 
lot of time to find your way 
and what works best for 
you.

There have been new 
people that have come into 
my life that *get it* and for 
that I am forever thankful. 
These angel mommies that 
have been placed in my life 
are my saving grace. They 
give me strength on the 
days that I feel I can’t face 
the pain, they are on this 

same journey and know what to say because they 
too are facing the same struggles I am facing. 
As for the old friends and family in my life, I 
am thankful to them as well because they make 
me feel *normal* sometimes when I am not sure 
what *normal* is. So thank you all for being 
here for me for the past two years. Remember 
Mckenna today and send her some lovin’ as she 
will send her Mckenna lovin’ your way.

Mckenna, mommy loves and misses you with 
all my heart and soul. I am sending you love to 
heaven above. Hugs and kisses baby girl, you are 
missed dearly.
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Arizona Support Groups
Phoenix area Support Groups
Phoenix, North West Valley
3rd Thursday of the month: 6:45 p.m.
Peace Lutheran Church 
Fellowship Hall
18265 N. 89th Ave, Peoria, AZ 
Contact: Michele Newton 623-329-2970 or 
Michele@missfoundation.org

North Phoenix/Anthem/Carefree - Bereaved parent 
and grandparent support group
1st Thursday of every month: 7:00 p.m.
2525 W. Carefree Highway
Bldg 7 Suite 148 @ the Center for Loss and Trauma
Contact: Dr. Joanne Cacciatore 623-979-1000 
joanne@missfoundation.org or Co-Facilitator
Dr. Melissa Delgado mdelgado7@msn.com

Phoenix- Native American Support Meeting
MISS Foundation Co-Facilitators Judy Yazzie Haines 
and Shannon LaRance, MSW are offering a culturally 
sensitive and respectful grief support group once or 
twice a month to Native American parents and families 
whose children have died.
Contact: Shannon LaRance 602-405-2261 or 
Judy Yazzie Haines 480-362-5718

Far West Valley
Contact: Wendy Peters 
623-853-9170 or 623-297-2186 
wendy@missfoundation.org

Tempe - East Valley Support Group for Child Loss
1st Thursday of the month: 6:30 p.m.
Day Spring United Methodist Church
1365 E. Eliot Rd Room #110
Contact: Michele Newton 623-329-2970 
michele@missfoundation.org or 
Joe Spadafino 602-618-8786 
joseph@missfoundation.org

Scottsdale Christian Grief Support
1st Wednesday of the month: 7-8:30 p.m.
La Casa De Cristo Church
6300 E. Bell Rd. room 208 
(NW side of campus, 2nd floor)
Childcare available w/ reservation 1 week in advance
Contact: Amy MacDonald 623-434-3283
Amy.macdonald@missfoundation.org or 
Janeen Kokodynski 480-415-0613 
janeen@missfoundation.org

Phoenix - AGAST Grandparents Support Meeting
Call for more details
Contact: Robin or Ed Kennedy  602-799-6481 
robin@missfoundation.org or
Pam DeGaff 602-291-5996
robin@missfoundation.org

KISS – Kids In Sympathy and Support Bereaved 
Children’s Group
3rd Thursday of the month: 6:45 p.m.
Peace Lutheran Church
Fellowship Hall
18265 N. 89th Avenue, Peoria, AZ
Support for children 5 years and older
Contact: Robin or Ed Kennedy 602-799-6481 
robin@missfoundation.org
Pam DeGaff 602-291-5996
robin@missfoundation.org

Grupo de Ayuda en Espanol
2nd Monday of each month: 6:30 p.m.
Sacred Heart Parish
1421 S. 12th St., Phoenix, AZ 85034
(12th St. south of Buckeye)
Por Favor llame a Roberto Sanchez para mas
informacion: 602-518-2262 
roberto@missfoundation.org
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Letter to My Sister
By Sierriah Smith

-Cheyenne Autumn Smith-
I think about you everyday that goes by, Sis! I only 
knew you for a year of my life but it was enough to 
make me MISS you more and more everyday and 
wish I could see your smiling 
face again. We’re close in age 
so I couldn’t imagine how 
great it would be to grow 
up with you still here. Even 
though you’re not really here 
and we can’t see eye to eye, 
I know you’re always here 
looking over me in every-
thing that I do! I would do 
anything to see your beauti-
ful face again. Blue eyes, 
long blonde hair... I wish it 
wasn’t all just a dream. Me 
and mommy are best friends! 
I could only imagine what 
all three of us would be like! 
Pretty fun I do know that. 
But, we will both be with you 
again someday and we love 
and miss you Shawnee♥

I wish I wasn’t so young, and 
could remember more of that 
year we had together but unfortunately all I have are 
faded pictures and stories I’ve heard from Mom and 
Nan about the times when we were little watching 
Teletubbies together. I heard you used to pull my hair 
too, ha-ha its okay though I forgive you! And if I ever 
said anything mean or yelled at you then I’m sorry. 
I miss you so much, it wasn’t long enough together! 

It never would have been long enough! I would do 
anything to come up there and see you right now but I 
gotta stay down here and take care of Momma. I don’t 
know what she would do without both of her girls! I 
don’t know what Nan would do either! We all miss 
you an unbelievable amount and wish every day that 
you were here with us. 

This year was my first year 
of high school, Sis! It’s pretty 
fun! A lot different, but in a 
good way. You would be in 
8th grade right now, just a 
year behind me but next year 
you would get to come to 
the high school with Sissy! 
You would like it though, I 
know you would. And you 
would love my friends! 
Especially the close ones: 
Summer, Kharley, Annalee, 
Becky, Kyle, Josh, Brittany, 
and Kylee! And there’s this 
one boy Paul, he makes your 
sissy really happy, so I’m 
sure you would have liked 
him :) So those are the people 
that keep me on my toes! 
Well anyway, your birthday 
is in four days!!! Are you 
excited? 13!!! Finally a teen-

ager! :) We love you Cheyenne! Forever & always in 
our hearts! ♥ ♥ ♥
10-11-97 ~ 11-30-98

"The most honest, truth-telling in this world is done by children."     Oliver Wendall Holmes
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Graco Recalls Quattro™ and 
MetroLite™ Strollers Due to Risk of 
Entrapment and Strangulation 

Four Infant Strangulation Deaths Reported

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC), in cooperation with Graco Children’s Products 
Inc., of Atlanta, Ga., is announcing the recall of about 
2 million Graco strollers due to risk of entrapment and 
strangulation. CPSC and Graco have received four 
reports of infant strangulations that occurred in these 
strollers between 2003 and 2005. In addition, CPSC is 
aware of five reports of infants becoming entrapped, 
resulting in cuts and bruises, and one report of an infant 
having difficulty breathing.

Entrapment and strangulation can occur, especially to 
infants younger than 12 months of age, when a child is 
not harnessed. An infant can pass through the opening 
between the stroller tray and seat bottom, but his/her 
head and neck can become entrapped by the tray. 
Infants who become entrapped at the neck are at risk of 
strangulation.

The recall involves older versions of the 
Graco Quattro Tour™ and MetroLite™ 
strollers and travel systems manufactured 
prior to the existence of the January 2008 
voluntary industry standard which addresses 
the height of the opening between the 
stroller’s tray and the seat bottom. This 
voluntary standard requires larger stroller 
openings that prevent infant entrapment and 
strangulation hazards.
This recall involves Graco Quattro Tour™ 
strollers and travel systems manufactured 
prior to November 2006 and MetroLite™ 
strollers and travel systems manufactured 
prior to July 2007. The strollers and travel 
systems were distributed between November 
2000 and December 2007. The model 
numbers are printed on a label at the lower 
portion of the rear frame, just above the rear 
wheels or underneath the stroller. The name 
“Graco” appears on a label on the stroller 
tray and the headrest. Models included in the 
recall are listed below in the chart. 

NOTE: Quattro and MetroLite strollers ending with the 
number 3 are NOT affected by this recall. The strollers 
were sold at AAFES, Babies R Us, Burlington Coat 
Factory, Fred Meyer, Meijers, Navy Exchange, Sears, 
Target, Walmart and other stores nationwide between 
November 2000 and December 2007 for between $90 
and $190 for the strollers, and between $190 and $250 
for travel systems.

The strollers were manufactured in China. Consumers 
should immediately stop using the recalled strollers and 
contact Graco for a free repair kit. To order a repair 
kit, contact Graco toll-free at (877) 828-4046 anytime, 
or visit the firm’s website at www.gracobaby.com. 
Consumers can continue use of the stroller as a “travel 
system.” When the stroller is used with the infant car 
seat, the entrapment and strangulation hazards posed by 
the space gap are not present.

For additional information, consumers can contact 
Graco at (800) 345-4109 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET 
Monday through Friday.
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Remembering our September & October  Children...
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September
Abbey L. Pawelkiewicz
Adam C. Williamson

Addison Grace Kreklau
Adrian Robert Lewis

Aidan Dwight O’Brien
Aidan Javier B. Briones

Alec Ellson
Alexander Kendall

Alexander Paul Lauhon
Alexander Scott Morin
Alyssa Michelle Brown

Alyssa Plummer
Andre John Kelly

Andrew McCobb Grey
Angel Starre Crowkiller
Annie Christine Oliver
Anthony Josiah Tally

Ariel Jessica Tello
Ariel M. Victoria Buchanan
Aryssa Brianna Rutherford
Ashley Karin Marie Allen
Ashlyn Rebekkah Brooks

Austin Earick
Austin Scroggins

Austine Lane McLendon
Ava Grace Dezelic

Azaria Daniels
Azucena L. Angel Padilla

Baby Boy Lopez
Benjamin Elijah Nyberg
Benjamin S. deNormand

Bernice Celis
Beth Marie Stukejurgen
Binah Q. Bongiovanni
Blake “Peanut” Cash

Brandon D. Lane-Mullenax
Brandon Robert Kirk
Breckin Riis Hummel
Brian Edward Benton

Bridget Somers
Britton Elise Tandy
Brycen Randolph

Cade Combs
Caitlin Anne Cardany
Carmen Andrea Cruz

Carmen Jimenez
Carol Michelle Mickelson

Caylee Marie Cepero
Chadwick File

Charlee Branch
Charles “Nicky” Hall

Charles Moore
Chase Tyler Shelley
Chloe Kiara Bennett

Christopher Lee Milford
Christopher T. Albergo

Christopher Werner
Cody Ledon Albritton

Cody Robert Windmiller
Cody William Charles

Colton John Marr
Corinna Martin

Courtney Lynn Beisner
Damiana Sabori

Daniel Craig Levy
Daniel Mark Schnitzer

Derek James
Dianna Buckner

Diego Frias
Donnalyn Kalei Acord

Donnie Gonzales
Drake Thomas Levens

Edgar Vargas-Hernandez
Eion Padraigh Padilla
Elijah Emerson Jeter

Emily Amanda Dickerson
Emily Ann Nolan

Emily Caitlin Jared
Emily Grace Cline

Emily Jasmine Kurowski
Emma Pert

Emmanuel Ruiz
Erika Xioma F. Ledesma
Ethan Lawrence Kinley

Evan Manuel Lopez
Faith Gregory

Fallon Nicol Rhodes
Gabriella Lynne Pirrone

Gabrielle DeRamo
Gavin Horn

Geoffry Alden Price
Hailie Nicole Katz
Haley Marie Evans
Hallee Lynn Klug

Hannah Abigail Gooch
Ian Walter

Iban Barrera
Isaiah Anderson

Isaiah B.M.Rutlenberg
Jace Alexander Gikas

Jace Christopher Thomas
Jackie Mendoza

Jackson Aaron Smith
Jackson Paul Kelly

Jacob Guerrero
Jacob Ryan Lamb

Jaida Grace Leighton
Jakob Bradley Detwiler
Jami Marie Lamendola

Jana Sierra Alford
Jared Mollenkopf

Jase Allen Ambrose

Jason Michael Collins
Jenna Lynne Eades
Jessica Lee Soros

Jessica Lynn Wilhelm
Jim Jones

John Edmund Sarna, Jr.
John Thomas Haney

Jordan Christopher Loomis
Joseph Christian MacGraw

Joseph McAdoo Jones
Joseph Owen Lyster
Joseph Robert Baus

Joseph R. Finnell-Glover
Joshua Randall Robbins

Judy M. Jones
Kailey Rose Williamson

Kaitlyn Marie Benes
Kaleo’na B. Parish-Wilson

Kamryn Marie Schiller
Karime Mireles

Katelyn Hubbard
Katelyn Miller
Kaylee Barry

Kazman Gajdecki
Keeley Denae Black
Kelly Anne Fischer

Kierrar Nyborg
Kody Lane Cobb
Kyla Jean Potter

Kyle Bland
Kyle James Schriefer
Kylia Marie Laskey

Laura Autumn Bolton
Lev Doron Bachrad
Levi Michael Wilson
Logan Lillian Jepson

Logan S. Landry Crane
Lucas Anthony Ruggiero

Luke Thomas Morgan
Lyle Heinonen

Macayla Johne’ Morris
Maizee Booher
Makena Bell

Makenzie Lynne Pounds
Malena Gallardo

Marcos Daniel Martinez
Marie DeRosa Sauvageau

Marley Cherella
Mason Bailey Durham

Matthew Charles Dodge
Matthew Jacob Taylor
Matthew James Mowen

Matthew Lester
Micah Ohm

Michael Robert Games
Mikaila Nikole Nevergall

Mischa Lynn Semenko
Morgan Gray Moss

Nathan Keeler Harrington
Nathan Travis Cunningham

Nevaeh Edwards

Nicholas David Dorsey
Nicholas Suleiman Munro

Noah Colcord
Nolan Erik Iseman
Nolan McKernin

Oscar Jameson Skinner
Paul William Rao

Payton King
Payton Reilly King

Peyton E. Ann Johnson
Porter Jackson Haught

Rachel Elizabeth Hilburn
Rebecca Marie Davi
Reece Carter Boone
Regina Marie Munoz

Richard Morgan
Rita Jitahadi

Roberto Alfredo Burke
Ronald Keith Parlette III

Ryan Spencer Dugan
Ryan William Hackford

Sabrina Bahe
Samuel Andrew Tajc

Samuel Mendoza
Samuel Plesset Tomlinson
Santos Emmanuel Yanez

Sarah Elizabeth Reynolds
Scott Bland

Scott Christopher Gomez
Sean Marrujo

Selina Burgueno
Serenity Unique Byrnes
Shane Austin Neicamp
Sheamus Schultz-Boege

Shelby Burke
Stephanie Rangel
Steven Bolton, Jr.
Sweet Pea Jones

Tatiana Rose Swanborn
Teagan Riley Laughlin

Tevita Siasau
Tiffany Rachelle Knight

Tiffany Sharee Vance
Timothy Patrick Ahearn

Tommy Byrnes
Treasure Isabella Escobar
Trevor Allen Duckworth
Tristen Michael Aders

Tyler Lee Jones
Veronica Burk

Vince Peter Ferraro
Walter William Antrim

Westin Letter
William “Liam” Cass
William Cash Bagley

Zachary Hilbert
Zane Thomas Dugan

Zeremiah Jarod Carey
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October
Aidan Christopher Golis

Alejandro Ferrales
Alex Robles Entz

Alexandra Nina Meigs
Alexandria Dvorak
Alexis Marie Echols

Alyssa Maria Victoria
Alyssah Jane F. Tillman

Amaani Shah Desai
Amyih Lynn Long

Andrew Moss
Angel Saldate
Angel Wolfe

Angelica Louise Ciddio
Anna Ruby Lapierre
Annette Rose Mendez
Ariana Lee Rendon

Ariaune Markee Jones
Arthur Alexander Ruble

Audrey Joy Currie
Austin Gerald Pierceson

Ava Elizabeth Nelson
Aydan M. Cooper Sisk

Ayden Lane Butler
Baby Butler
Baby Vatne

Bailey Donelle Keil
Bernardo Cortes
Bethany Hookom

Braden Jason Freiwald
Brandon Alvarez

Brandon Kent Moody
Brandon Lee Fayer

Brian Jilk
Brianna Clark

Brianna Oakleigh DeCarlo
Caleb David Fultz

Caleb Joseph Regenski
Cameron Riley Serna

Cardon Johansson
Carly Elizabeth Lake

Carter Leighton Maciel
Casey Joe Zimmerman

Catherine Leighton Maciel
Caupert R. Hart-Pattishall

Cecelia Olson
Charles C. H. Hopkins IV
Cheyenne Autumn Smith

Christina E. Harley Llanes
Christina Marie Aloi

Christine Holland
Christopher Milke

Christopher Scott Smith
Citlalli Bejarano
Clair Elise Mueth

Claire Elizabeth Strother
Cody James Beck
Cole Scott Embs

Colin Michael Fronczak

Collette Chang
Connor Anthony Vella

Cynthia Stahl
Dallas Nguyen

Daniel Christopher Wolfe
Daniel Rangel

David Christopher Hryszko
David Justin Synan

David Pop
David Saldate

David Thomas Fiala
Derek Joseph Sundwall

Devin Joseph Allen
Diana Campos

Dorothy R. B. Lanzalotto
Dylan Wright

Elijah Scottlee Grant
Elizabeth Hall

Emiliano M. Garcia 
Saucedo

Emily Elizabeth Szidik
Emma L. Harlan

Esmeralda Espinoza
Ethan Joseph Schwarz

Ethan Lloyd Gereke
Faith Alyssa DeFord

Fiona Elizabeth Skinner
Gabriel Avant

Gabriel Saldate
Gage Remy Pier
Garrett Holmes

Genevieve E. Pond-Pope
Gina D’Addieco

Grace Victoria Mical
Grant Peyton Williams
Griffin Elizabeth Dailey

Hailey Dawn Jocelyn Knod
Harley Jacobson
Hayden Jacobson

Hayden Lee Jarrell
Henry Hall

Henry Michael Williams
Hunter James Van Erem

Jacob David Baker
Jacob Johnson

Jacori Cobi Staten
Jacqueline Nicole Viets
Jagger Thomas James
James “Jimbo” Cinelli

James Eugene McFadde
James Michael Bargmann

Jamie Pierce
Jantje Elizabeth Budke

Jason Michael Dalrymple
Jason Robert Melcher

Jason Yniguez
Jaxton Thomas Millar
Jay Jashawn Brown
Jaydie Lynn King
Jayleen Villafana

Jenna Purdy
Jennah M. Holbrook

Jennica Mariah Jespersen
Jennifer Lynn Kilpatric

Jennifer Marie Gonzalez
Jerry Garland Millar

Joey Elizabeth Messina
John Finkelstein

Johnathan Donald Hakes
John-David Cecil Hamilton

Jonathan Rusty Dunfee
Jordan Daniel Booth

Jose Garcia
Joseph Alfred Moulton

Joseph Henry Jean
Joseph Scott Reisenauer

Joshua Robert Garza
Julia Marie Cheney
Julie Renee Sanchez
Justin Allyn Merkling
Kailyn Ashley Noyes

Kayla Anne Giles
Kaylee Honey Dry

Kevin Daniel Parker
Kilyn Ashley

Kira Jane Yates Willey
Kolton Siebert

Kristen Kay Smith
Lacie Jo Francis Goddard
Lauren Elizabeth Glerum
Lauren Marie Freedberg

Levi Malone
Levonte Malik

Lili Claire Resnick
Lily Rowan Ogburn
Linda Sue Higgins
Lisa Lee Billington

Lola Serephina Sanchez
Luca Elio Troncoso

Lukas Brighton Shane
Mackenzie Marie Ball
Mairead Trommater
Mary Lyndell Horsey

Mary Saldate
Matthew Bradley Lash
Matthew Esau Rivas

Matthew J. Pond-Pope
Maya Sachemn Leister

McKaden Patrick Fowler
McKenzie N. Bratlien
Megan Lee Wondra

Melanie Lopez
Micah Struckman

Michael James O’Connor
Michael Martel

Michael McGorisk
Michael Saldate
Michelle Flowers
Mikey Warschauer

Miles Calvert

Miles Oscar Rutherford
Mitchell Hendrick Kramer

Molly Doris Mitchell
Morgan Peace Kemp

Morgean Capri Patterson
Moriah Lynne Sharp
Nathan Andrew Fresh
Nathan Scott McGuire
Nicholas C. Sebelski

Nicholas Mosca
Nicolas Hinshaw

Paige Marie Hoggard
Patrick B. Gill Shepherd

Penn Ford Brown
Preston David Kluttz

Quintasha Leesha Trotter
R. “Wade” Propst
Randi Mae Riding
Raphael Saldate
Rebecca Christen

Ronan Wayne Berube
Ryan Parsa Yousefzadeh

Samantha Marie Rodriguez
Selena Talavera

Serena Brianne Brennan
Shelby Zalanka

Skylar A. Sassenberg
Skyler Kirby Schmidt

Stephen Andrew Meacham
Steven Paul Figueira
Sucele Jimenez-Perez

Susan “Susie” Lynn White
Tate Joseph Werner

Taylor Christian Selensky
Tiffany Thomas

Timothy Dakota Hollon
Tra’Niyah A. Lynea Rogers

Travis Daniel Wyatt
Trevor Hicks
Trevor Miller

Trey Brayden Roper
Tristen Conley

Ty Iwamasa Matsushima
Tyler Christian Brunn
Tyler James Koenen

Vivienne Aline L. Stallings
William Jacob Zercher
Wilson Wells Bedell IV

Wyatt Cade Dillon
Yapheth Ingram

Zachariah Lensch
Zachary Taylor Jones
Zachery Tyler Vannoy

Zoe Rayn Barrett
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Memorial Donations        In Loving Memory of...
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Ismaelito Vasquez Milstein
Ismaelito 

      Mi precioso bebe 
      Tu eras hecho del amor 

      Y tu mami y tu papi te aman mucho 
     Papi dice que ahora tu eres un angelito 

      Jugando con los otros en el cielo 
      Y que cuando Dios te ve, El dice, 

“Que hermoso bebe!” 
Yo se que algun dia te tendre en mis 

brazos 
 Cuando nos vemos otra vez 

Hasta entonces te quedare en mi corazon 
      Para siempre 
      Mi Ismaelito

By Soledad Vasquez Milstein
and Natalie Milstein

Cheyenne Cacciatore
By Kathy Decker

Cheyenne Cacciatore
By an anonymous donor

Casey James Overacker
3/2/2001 to 3/9/2001
By Patricia Hilliard

Blake “Peanut”, 
Son of Katie Hodge Dean

By Yolanda Iniguez

Kennedy Marie Bollinger
11/26/2007 to 3/14/2008
My beautiful beloved and 

adored soul mate Kennedy Marie
By Tiffany Kaucher

Baby Janell Victory
By Zoe Allen

Daniel Ian Tieger
By Jeff and Lori Tieger

Richard Morgan
By Carol and Laurence Tilton

Emily Caitlin Jared
By Doug and Ida Bird

Nia Murphy
By Jodi Levesque

Janell Victory
By Amanda Brooks

Avery Quinn Plaster
09/17/10

By Kerrie Turcic

Baby Janell Victory
By April Pendegraph

Baby Janell Victory
By Stacie Dahlin

Janell Victory
By Virginia Flynn

Ailah Meyer
08/04

By Veronica Harrison

Nadine Ida Gonen
9/17/2007 to 9/29/2007

By Michal & Lior Temkin

Bea
By an anonymous donor

Peyton Hines
10/5/2003

Grandson of Margo Einsig and 
son of Stacy and Mike and 

big brother to Parker and Teegan Hines
By Beryle and Jeff Greenwald

Beatrice C. Spielman
By Joanne Cacciatore

Daniel Jordan
By Mike and Laura Reckamp

Taylor Renee Kendall
10/27/91

And
Jacy Carolina Hoagland

2/13/92 to 1/26/06
“See you in Heaven”
By Patty Hoagland

In Memory of our sweet Nephew, 
Skyler Kirby Schmidt, 

who came and went too quickly. 
Yet in that quickness a forever place was 
sealed in our hearts & lives. We miss you 
Skyler and we wish we were celebrating 

your birthday with you here on earth with 
us. Know you are loved, missed & never 

forgotten.  Love your forever family, 
The Sweet B’s.

In Loving Memory of Our GrandSon 
Fredrick Delgado Montoya, 

We Miss him and will always be Loved 
and carried in our hearts. 

      WE MISS YOU MIJITO 
      LOVE YOU 

      GRANDMA AND GRANDPA

Nia Murphy
Nia who touched my heart even before she 
was born.  I held her mother’s hand when 
she was born, and watched mom hold her 
hand to say goodbye.  I see yellow butter-
flies and think of her.  She still lives in our 

hearts and is loved. 
By Kimberly Filiaggi

Parker Ortman
By Jeff and Kristina Ortman

GENERAL DONATIONS
Kathy Decker

MISS Richmond VA Chapter

Sue Nowak

Rita and Bernard O’Daniel

IGive

Valley of the Sun United Way

Anonymous

Eleanor Padilla

Arrowhead Hospital

Debra Dyke

Julia Laborin

Gallagher & Kennedy, PA

Robert Dalager

Mary Torrez

Honeywell Aerospace

Malia Moeschl

Lockheed Martin

Ana Saldate

Gary Toig

LIVING HONOR DONATIONS
This donation is in support of Sari Edber’s 
current pregnancy & hoping Sari and her 

husband have a healthy baby.
By Peggi & Bruce Glaser
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2. Stillbirth has been empirically demonstrated to evoke 
strong and enduring psychological distress and emotional 
responses in women, similar to any child’s death. In 
addition, there is a physiological paradox stemming from 
the many physiological responses that occur during the 
final trimester of pregnancy and in the postpartum period 
to prepare the woman’s body to give birth and to facilitate 
the many changes that occur, including pain receptor 
preparation. These nuances coupled with the final outcome, 
a dead baby, at the end of the birth process, seems to incite 
an impasse for many women. Her body knows she gave 
birth and responds accordingly however there is no baby.

3. Miscarriages evoke a variety of responses in scientific 
data. The continuum ranges from grief responses similar 
to any child’s death to little or no grief responses. There 
are many hypotheses in the scientific world about this 
phenomenon. One posits that women who conceive 
easily and are younger handle early miscarriages “better.” 
Thus, older mothers or the women who endured years 
of infertility might respond differently. Some studies 
demonstrate that women with unplanned pregnancies who 
miscarry report feeling “relieved”. Other women who 
were not particularly trying to conceive but who were 
happy with the pregnancy appear to be somewhere in the 
middle of the continuum. Another hypothesis has to do 
with spiritual beliefs about when life begins. For women 
who believe enthusiastically that life begins at the moment 
of conception, the miscarriage, at any stage, is the death 
of their child. For another woman who may not hold the 
same spiritual values, or who may not “attach” early in the 
pregnancy, the miscarriage may be viewed as a “pregnancy 
loss” and not the death of a child. Yet, even in these 
studies, there are varying responses.

Because love and loss are so nuanced and complicated, 
and because language is so powerful, the MISS Foundation 
chooses to channel its energy into campaigns that align 
with our philosophies about supporting women, men, and 
children after the death of a child at any age and from any 
cause. Indeed, love – and sometimes predictive grief- are 
not always measurable in a scientific test.

There is never a good age or a good time to lose a child to 
death. Whether at birth, one year, ten years, thirty years, 
or sixty years, it is simply out of life’s natural order. 
Simply, the death of a beloved child is life’s most painful 
experience of suffering. This is the cornerstone principle of 
the MISS Foundation.

© 2010 by the MISS Foundation, All Rights Reserved

Position Statement of the MISS Foundation
Regarding “Pregnancy Loss” Campaigns

 
Co-Authors, Dr. Joanne Cacciatore & Kara LC Jones

continued from page 5

Grief  Ate Me Up
by Janis Tan

Grief ate me up and then, she spat me out. Part by part.
First, the eyeballs came rolling. Blinked. Blinked again. 
Glared. Uncertain of that dim light, they wobbled. 
Next, came the hands, writhing. 
Then, the toes, curled in disbelief, still.
The hair, thick with dust and agony, came after.
Randomly, others followed—Intestines, twisted and 
knotted. 
Ankles, swollen with insanity.
Knees, who quivered to touch the ground again.
The uterus: empty, but heavy with echoes of a distant 
heartbeat.
Arms, empty yet achy from yearning to hold.
Lips--Quivering, and burning to kiss, to sing, to speak 
the name.
Ears, that strain to hear the phantom calls of “Mama! 
Mama!”
The spine, all crooked and hunched over with love, lost.
The breasts, dripping milk, one swollen, one 
deflated, followed... weeping, dying to nurture.
The kidneys, the liver, the innards and all what-not’s,
They came, spit from the yonder dark, emerged, all 
discombobulated.
They huddled, panting, heaving, hollering, and they 
waited.
Finally—out it came.
The heart: Scarred. Beautiful, with a hole, that sang
with ghostly ethereal echoes of grief, quivering.
Like a tin soldier it soldiered on, keeping the beat.
And all gathered, to hear the song of death and rebirth.
Coming together again, after being eaten by grief.
And then spat out. 
Put together again. But the mirror, it did not recognize.

About the poem:
Janis describes this poem, “I ought to subtitle this poem ‘After 
Mark Strand’, whose poems I recently revisited again, and 
laid the seed of this poem. And the inspiration came when I 
was hiking with my family, feeling all parts of my body alive, 
and full of ache.”

About the poet:
Janis Tan writes on Ferdinand’s Gifts. She is still trying to put 
together the puzzle of her life after her son Ferdinand died, 
but there is always a missing piece.
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Remembering...
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Aaron Lee Farrier Adam Williamson

Autumn Sarah Carmack
Blake Cash

Chadwick 
William File

Charlee Marie Branch

Charles Nicky Hall 
Cheyenne Smith

Dakotah Daugherty

Elijah  Scottlee Grant
Emily Caitlin Jared

Fiona Skinner
Hailey Lynn ScrantonHelen  Sayako Kaneshiro

Jakob Detwiler
Jared Kennedy

Julia Marie Cheney

Fallon Nicol Rhodes

Emma Pert

Jaydie King

Alyssah Tillman

Binah Bongiovanni

Dallas Nguyen

Evan Manual Lopez

Alexandra Nina Meigs

Andy Matteson

Braden Jason Freiwald

Christopher Milke

Geoff Alden Price

James Michael 
Bargmann
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Kody Stevens Rye

Lili Claire Resnick

Joel Albert Grayson

Joshua Sullivan Kaylyn Rae Owen

Lily Rowan Ogburn

Matthew Charles Dodge

Nicholas Foster Adams
Paul Michael Mullenix Rebecca Christen 

Stewart

Sierra Montano
Skyler Kirby Schmidt

Spencer Ryan

Timothy Dakota 
Hollon Trey Brayden Roper William David Cass

John Noah Humphrey

Matthew Esau Rivas

Maxwell Joel Munsen

Marisa Reyanne 
Botello

Ronan Wayne Berube Samantha Jo Shull

Jenna Lynn Eades

Wade Propst

Nickolas Matteson

Jenna Purdy

Justin Allyn Merkling
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Announcements!
Contact your congressperson 

today about US House and Senate 
bills addressing stillbirth, sudden 

unexpected infant death, and 
children’s health

Dear Grieving Family Members Who Have Lost an 
Infant,

A U.S. Senate and House bill addressing stillbirth 
deaths, sudden unexpected infant death and 
children’s health is the most powerful awareness 
our issues have seen. Sen. Frank Lautenberg and 
Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. asks all MISS members 
help to generate as many Congressional Legislative 
Co-sponsors as possible. The more co-sponsors, the 
more chance of passage.

Please contact your U.S. Senators requesting co-
sponsorship and passage of – S. 1445.

Please contact your U.S. House of Representative 
requesting co-sponsorship and passage of – H.R. 
3212.

To find out who your Representative and Senators 
are, please see:
http://preventstillbirth.wordpress.com/grassroots-
advocacy-tips

HERE’S WHAT TO DO:
CALL  your 2 U.S. Senators D.C. offices, ask for 
the staff member who deals with Health issues. Ask 
the “Health Issues” staff member for the Senator’s 
co-sponsorship of S. 1445 to prevent SUID, SUDC 
and stillbirths. Tell your personal story. Tell them 
what the bill would do. Ask for the Senator’s co-
sponsorship. Ask for their e-mail so they have it in 
writing then immediately e-mail them. Then follow 
up in two weeks.

CALL  your 1 U.S. House of Representative D.C. 
office, ask for the staff member who deals with 
Health issues. Ask the “Health Issues” staff member 
for the Senator’s co-sponsorship of H.R. 3212 to 
prevent SUID, SUDC and stillbirths. Tell your 
personal story. Tell them what the bill would do. 
Ask for the Senator’s co-sponsorship. Ask for their 
e-mail so they have it in writing then immediately 
e-mail them. Follow up in two weeks.

To find out who your U.S. House of Representative, 
U.S. Senator and tips on how to communicate with 
your Congressperson go to http://preventstillbirth.
wordpress.com.

To the families of these children,  
our sympathies for your recent loss...

Jaida Grace Leighton

Akeelah Arellano

Rosemary Loc

Serenity Unique Byrnes

Jonathan Liam VanDenBossche

Amyah Martinez

MISSing Ingredients Cookbook
A re-member-ing cookbook is now officially released and 
available through the MISS site at www.missfoundation.org.  
Retail copies are $20 + shipping.  We are so excited to see this 
book come to print and honored to tell you that funds raised 
from sales of this book benefit the MISS Foundation.

NEW OPTION AVAILABLE:  Please note that any trained 
MISS volunteer who has access to the Training Materials page 
will now find a new option available under the Finances & 
Fundraising section of that page!!  You and your local groups 
can get copies of the cookbook at a discounted rate to resell 
locally.  Please check out that section of the Materials page.
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Letters From The  
MISS Mailbox...

International Contacts:
Mexico City

FUNDACIÓN ESPERANZA’s Support 
Group, 2nd Tuesday of each month, 9:30 

a.m. Contact Carla Hoffman, HOPE Mentor 
at (5255)5579 1327 for location

carla@missfoundation.org 

Ireland
Sinead Williamson, HOPE Mentor

Contact: sinead@missfoundation.org

London England
Phone: 07932 812931 

Contact: Cathie Shipton,  
HOPE Mentor 

cathie@missfoundation.org. 
Please call or email to  
confirm attendance.

Eastbourne - East Sussex, UK
Phone: 07932 812931 

Cathie Shipton, cathie@missfoundation.org

France
Marion Elichalt-Roesink

Maison Urrutubéhétia
64470 Alçay

(0033) 0559285551 Ofice
0559287121 Privat

marion@missfoundation.org

Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Contact: DeeDee Epstein

514-489-4121
deedee@missfoundation.org

Barcelona, Spain
Salut Torne, salut@missfoundation.org

Madrid, Spain
Tere Bone, Teresa@missfoundation.org

Romania
Bianca Brad, Bianca@missfoundation.org

Dearest MISS Family and Friends,
 
With pride, joy, love, awe, and hope, 
we have gratefully welcomed our son 
and brother, Elan Jared Edber.
 
He was delivered into the world on 
Sept. 21st, at 10:32am, via emergency 
c-section. 
 
At just over 27 weeks, he weighed in 
at a tiny 1 lb 15 oz. and measured 13 
3/4 inches. Our beautiful boy has 
been doing pretty well in 
the NICU for his gestational 
age.  We know that we have 
a long journey ahead of us 
- and, realistically, we ex-
pect there to be some health 
setbacks and bumps in the road 
along the way.  So far, thankfully, he 
has remained in stable condition.  We 
will continue to use the CaringBridge 
website as a way of updating you on 
his progress.  I have not had a chance 
to post since his birth, but, will try to 
write more details very soon of how he 
is doing.    http://www.caringbridge.
org/visit/edberfamilyupdates/journal
 
Please send Elan all of your thoughts 
and positive energy so that he can grow, 

thrive, and come 
home with us when 
he’s stronger, healthy, and ready.
 
I am attaching a link to the pictures 
that we have so far of the newest 
addition to our amazing family.  
http://picasaweb.google.com/
sariedber/ElanJaredEdber?authkey
=Gv1sRgCO-lwOWzsvOovwE#
 
We are so thankful for the tremen-

dous support from each 
of you and for the 
amazing care that our 
doctors have given 
us.

Our family is so 
blessed to be surrounded 

by such an amazing network of 
love, comfort, strength, and en-
couragement.
 
From the bottom of our hearts, we 
can’t thank you enough.
 
With so much love and hope,
Sari, Daniel, and big sister Talia.

Watched over with love by big 
brother Jacob 
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Alabama
Ginger and Mike Tompkins
Russellville, AL
Ginger 256-810-4023, Mike 256-810-3465

Debra Walker, HOPE Mentor
205-229-9742 debra@missfoundation.org

Alaska
Jehnifer Ehmann, HOPE Mentor
Jehnifer@excel-pt.com

Arizona
Deborah Brooks, Group Facilitator 
Glendale, AZ   623-487-4275
deborah@missfoundation.org

Susan Bettcher, Group Facilitator
Christian Grief Support Group
Scottsdale, AZ  602-996-4027 
susan@missfoundation.org

Gennie Contreras, HOPE Mentor
Phoenix, AZ 602-999-0226
gennie@missfoundation.org

Nicole Dougherty, HOPE Mentor
Phoenix, AZ   602-971-0706
nicole@missfoundation.org

Diana and John Romero,  HOPE Mentors
Surprise, AZ   623-546-1225

Mitra Khazai, HOPE Mentor 
Phoenix, AZ   602-264-9495

Anna Kennedy, Group Facilitator
Peoria, AZ   602-451-9025
anna@missfoundation.org

Robin and Ed Kennedy, Group Facilitators
Phoenix, AZ 602-547-1244
robin@missfoundation.org

Kelli Rivera, Group Facilitator
Peoria, AZ 623-388-6110
kelli@missfoundation.org

Roberto Sanchez, Spanish - Group Facilitator
602-518-2262 roberto@missfoundation.org

Joe Spadafino, Group Facilator
Tempe, AZ    Patrice 480-204-1645
patrice@missfoundation.org
Joe 602-618-8786
joseph@missfoundation.org

Michele Newton, Group Facilitator  
Death of older child/teen
Glendale, AZ   623-329-2970
michele@missfoundation.org

Wendy Peters, Group Facilitator
Buckeye, AZ 623-853-9170
wendy.peters@missfoundation.org

Jeanette Wilson, HOPE Mentor
Phoenix, AZ   602-748-7567

Dana Southworth, HOPE Mentor  
Loss of Child with Special Needs
kyliesouthworthsmom@yahoo.com.
602-472-2057

Angelique Watson, HOPE Mentor
Phoenix, AZ   602-451- 0380 
angelique@missfoundation.org

Amy MacDonald, Group Facilitator
Janeen Kokodynski, Co-Facilitator
Glendale, AZ   Amy: 623-434-3238
Janeen: 480-415-0613
amy.macdonald@missfoundation.org
janeen.kokodynski@dcranch.com

Carrie Sanders, Group Facilitator & Mentor
Flagstaff, AZ  602-793-1823
carrie@missfoundation.org 
Laura Umphrey, Co-Facilitator
Flagstaff, AZ 928-523-0470

Audra White, HOPE Mentor & Facilitator, 
Tucson, AZ  520-404-1004  
audra@missfoundation.org 
Mary Avenetti, Mentor & Co-Facilitator 
520-490-3751 mary.avenetti@missfoundation.org

Bert Miller, HOPE Mentor
Goodyear, AZ   623-536-3039

Katie Dean, HOPE Mentor
Prescott Valley, AZ katie@missfoundation.org

Joanne Cacciatore, Group Facilitator
Anthem, AZ joanne@missfoundation.org

Heather Farrier, HOPE Mentor
Surprise, AZ  623-308-1322
heather@missfoundation.org

Barbara Schischa, HOPE Mentor
Scottsdale, AZ 602-315-5757
barbara@missfoundation.org

Linda Williamson, HOPE Mentor
Phoenix, AZ  623-206-2136
linda.williamson@missfoundation.org

Native American Grief Support Group
Scottsdale, AZ. Co-Facilitators:
Shannon LaRance & Judy Yazzie Haines, 
shannon@missfoundation.org
602-405-2261
judy.haines@missfoundation.org  
480-202-7533

California
Teri Blanton, HOPE Mentor
Hemet, CA   951-927-2018
teri@missfoundation.org

Kristin Jared, Group Facilitator

Arcadia, CA   626-963-9120
kristin@missfoundation.org

Heather Lipari, HOPE Mentor
Westlake Village, CA   805-497-3939
heatherl@missfoundation.org

Sari Edber, Group Facilitator
310-770-0626 sari@missfoundation.org
Tracey Letteau, Group Facilitator
310-826-7802 Tracey.Letteau@doj.ca.gov  
Los Angeles, CA   

Kim Lotz, HOPE Mentor
Merced, CA 209-617-3440    
kim@missfoundation.org

Kim St. Laurent, Group Facilitator
Southern California   714-585-5679
kstlaurent@missfoundation.org

Laurie-Beth Brennan, HOPE Mentor
510-744-0512  Fremont, CA
laurie-beth@missfoundation.org

Asena Nicolosi - HOPE Mentor
asenan2@yahoo.com

Dr. Carolyn Rowley, Group Facilitator
Miscarriage Support Group
Glendale, CA  818-377-5120 

Colorado
Laura & Rex Butts, HOPE Mentors
Denver, CO   laura@missfoundation.org

Amanda Seeley, Group Facilitator
Denver, CO  
amanda.seeley@missfoundation.org

Stephanie Riskey - Group Facilitatator  
Eagle, CO  970-653-0298
stephanie@missfoundation.org

Corinne O’Flynn, Group Facilitator
Parker, CO   303-378-4300 
corinne@missfoundation.org

Mandy Seeley, Group Facilitator
Denver, CO   303-564-3766
amanda.seeley@missfoundation.org

Florida
Rusti Johnson, HOPE Mentor
Lake Worth, FL   561-642-6464 
rusti@missfoundation.org

Georgia
Dorothea Robinson Bell, HOPE Mentor
C) 404-578-6696  H) 404-244-3823
Atlanta, GA Drobin36D@aol.com

Idaho
Nancy  Grayson, HOPE Mentor
Eagle, ID   208-861-2407 
nancy@missfoundation.org
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Jina Copstead, Facilitator, 208-818-5394
Coeur d'Alene, ID  jijibear@yahoo.com
Tracie Baker, HOPE Mentor, 208-610-8672 
Coeur d'Alene, ID  atmpeabaker@aol.com

Illinois
Julie Levandoski, Co-Facilitator
Wendy Pierzchalski, Co-Facilitator
South Elgin, Illinois  847-420-2150
julie@missfoundation.org
Wendy@missfoundation.org

Jeanne Jordan, Facilitator, 847-217-1548
Des Plaines, IL 
 northernillinoismiss@gmail.com

Indiana
Katie Irby, HOPE Mentor
Indianapolis, IN   317-750-8498
katie_irby@missfoundation.org

Crissy Tohm, Facilitator, 317-797-7896
Indianapolis, IN crissy@missfoundation.org

Heidi Combs, HOPE Mentor
Kendallville, IN   260-343-0273 
heidi.combs@missfoundation.org

Iowa
Christine Grothe, HOPE Mentor
Conesville, IA 319-725-4340
christine@missfoundation.org

Louisiana
Jackie Nell, HOPE Mentor
Patterson, LA   985-312-8247
jackie@missfoundation.org

Maryland
Kahlilia Woodlon, HOPE Mentor
Baltimore, MD  443-794-0778
kahlilia@missfoundation.org

Massachusetts
Lynne Barberian, HOPE Mentor
West Medford, MA  617-877-6970
lynne@missfoundation.org

Jenifer Stark, Mentor, 301-645-6178
Waldorf, MD  jenstark@missfoundation.org

Minnesota
Trina Charles, Group Facilitator
Alexandria, MN   320-763-6317
trina@missfoundation.org
Heidi Ciepielinski, Group Facilitator
Osakis, MN  320-859-5660
heidi@missfoundation.org

Jeanne Putnam, Group Facilitator 
Rachelle Baumgartner, Co-Facilitator
Breckenridge, MN
Jeanne 218-643-5593
Rachelle 218-643-1612
jeanne@missfoundation.org
Heather Farrier - HOPE Mentor
Twin City Area  203-895-2138

heather@missfoundation.org

Sarah Burke - HOPE Mentor
sburke@bchrealty.com

Missouri
Gregg Carder, HOPE Mentor
Gregg@missfoundation.org

New Jersey
Kathy Evans, HOPE Mentor
Somers Point, NJ
kathy@missfoundation.org

Dorothy “Dotty” Conaty
conaty5@verizon.net

New Mexico
Halo Golden, HOPE Mentor
Los Alamos, NM  505-690-3277
halo@missfoundation.org

New York
Lauren Brunn, HOPE Mentor
Wantagh, NY
lauren@missfoundation.org

Mary Jane Donnelly, Group Facilitator
Cato, NY  315-626-3758
mtdonnelly@frontiernet.net

Lisa DeRamo - HOPE Mentor
631-724-5886
lisaderamo@yahoo.com

Ohio
Jaimie Beamer, Group Facilitator
Attica, OH
H) 419-426-5406     C) 419-681-3707
jbeamer@missfoundation.org

Brittany Szablewski, Group Facilitator
Miscarriage Support Group
Tiffin, OH
brittany@missfoundation.org 

Pennsylvania
Joan Williamson Higgs
jhiggs@ddogcom.net

Tennassee
Jill Estfon, Group Facilitator
Tullahoma, TN
931-205-3864, jestfonrt@yahoo.com

Texas
Kristine Almand, HOPE Mentor
Anna, TX 75409    972-837-6869
kristinealmand@gmail.com

Melissa Brock, HOPE Mentor - miscarriage
Celeste, TX  903-453-4164 
Melissa@missfoundation.org
Jennifer Soos, Group Facilitator
San Antonio, TX  210-487-0367 
jennifersoos@missfoundation.org

Nicole Visser, Group Facilitator
San Antonio, TX  210-682-9915
yanks2003@satx.rr.com
Tami Prangle, Group Facilitator
Tamara Vogt, Co-Facilitator
Houston, TX 
tami@missfoundation.org 
tamara@missfoundation.org

Utah
Ginny Shutt, HOPE Mentor
West Valley City, UT  801-964-9466
ginny@missfoundation.org 

Virginia, & Washington, DC
Lorna Harper, Facilitator 540-967-5945
Virginia, msljharper@comcast.net  

Roberta Quirk, Facilitator
Katie Inlow, Co-Facilitator
Northern VA/DC & Maryland Metro Area
Roberta 703-728-8446
roberta@missfoundation.org
katie_inlow@missfoundation.org

Tara Pitts - HOPE Mentor
tara@missfoundation.org 703-730-8266

Twyla Powell, Group Facilitator
Karla Helbert - Co-Facilitator
Montpelier, VA  804-741-6562 ext. 15
twyla@missfoundation.org
karlamarie@verison.net

Frank & Tanya Bennett, HOPE Mentors
Grottoes, VA 
frank@missfoundation.org 540-383-9082 
tanya@missfoundation.org 540-383-9077

Washington
Liz Allen, HOPE Mentor
Renton, WA  425-204-8877
Liz@missfoundation.org

Kara and Hawk Jones, HOPE Mentors
Vashon Island, WA   206-251-6706 
kara@missfoundation.org
hawk@missfoundation.org

Krista McInerney, HOPE Mentor
Seattle, WA   206-938-5454
krista@missfoundation.org

Sarah Bain, Facilitator
sarah@missfoundation.org
Arah Kunz, Facilitator
arah@missfoundation.org
Amanda Linder, Facilitator
amanda@missfoundation.org
Sara Weaver-Lundberg, Faciltator
saraw@missfoundation.org
Spokane, WA 509-244-2909 X35

For specific meeting days and times, please call 
or email the Group Facilitator or you may visit 

www.missfoundation.org.
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♥ Because all the Children Matter ♥
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Newsletter Articles
If you would like to submit an article or 
photo to be published in the MISSing 
Angels Newsletter, please email 
it directly to us at:  newsletter@
missfoundation.org. Please note that 
articles need to be sumbitted as a 
document attachment (be sure the file 
extension is .doc and not .docx).

The deadline for the Newsletter is the 
20th of the month prior to publication. 
For example, all articles for the Nov/
Dec issue are due October 20th.

Due to space limitations, all articles 
are subject to editing. The MISS 
Foundation reserves the right not to 
publish any article or photograph that 
is graphic in nature.

Missing Angels Newsletter Subscription
Yes, I would like to receive a printed copy of the MISSing 
Angels Newsletter at a rate of $30 for 6 issues per year. 

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

_________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________

Amount Enclosed: $________ for ____  annual subscription(s)
Please cut out and mail payment to:
MISS Foundation - Newsletter Subscription
P.O. Box 5333
Peoria, Arizona 85385

Subscriptions can also be purchased online at the MISS store

“Loneliness is the most terrible  
poverty.”   ~Mother Teresa


